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MINUTES 
VILLAGE OF ELBURN PARKS COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 21, 2021 
AT ELBURN VILLAGE HALL 

 
 
Members Present: Chairman Dan Kolzow, Dawn Kuefler, Patrick Leach, Bill Ott, Rob Reilley 
 
Members Absent: Dave Dickinson, Brian McCarty 
 
Staff Members Present: Village Administrator John Nevenhoven 
 
Others Present: Eric Nevenhoven 
 
1. Call to Order – Chairman Kolzow called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance – Chairman Kolzow led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. Roll Call – A roll call vote ensued.   
 
4. Public Comment – None 

 
5. Approval of Minutes – November 21, 2021 – A motion to approve the minutes was made by Kuefler 

and seconded by Kolzow.  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 

6. Commissioners Projects 
a. Ice Rink Liner – There was discussion regarding installation of the rink liner.  Public Works will be 

asked to deliver it at the scheduled time.     
b. Prairie Park – Trotter Engineering estimates $3K-$5K in structural engineering costs for the 

bandshell design.  They recommend steel vs. wood.  Trotter will proceed with whatever design 
the Commission desires when funding is available.  An additional $5K should be added to the 
budget for electrical power.     

c. Liberty Park – Will check with Public Works to see if the swings and chains have been received.  
If not, Nevenhoven will follow-up with the vendor.     

d. Budget Ideas – A proposed budget for FY2023 (which begins May 1, 2022) was included in 
tonight’s packet.  Nevenhoven met with Shodeen regarding the Elburn Station Community Park 
drainage, water line and large Elburn Station pond.  The engineer estimate is $260K to complete 
these items.  Shodeen has been notified they are expected to cover half the cost for this as well 
as the basketball court expansion.  Reilley would like a bike repair station and thinks it can be 
funded from proceeds from one of the races.  Reilley reported the “race fund” is in the black.  He 
will check the balance in order to see what can be spent on parks.  Registration is already open 
for next year’s race and nine people are registered so far.  We will continue to seek sponsors for 
movie nights.   

e. Nevenhoven reported all OSLAD paperwork has been submitted to the State but have not heard 
back yet as far as reimbursement.   

 
7. Other Business – The next Parks Commission Meeting will be on Wednesday, January 19, 2022 (due 

to Martin Luther King holiday on Monday, January 17).   
 

Leach suggested a fundraiser of a fun nature that he saw in Burlington, WI.  A car was placed on a 
frozen body of water and donations were collected guessing the date when the ice would melt 
enough that the car would fall through.  It is estimated that Elburn’s ponds are 10-15’ deep and it is 
not certain what condition the bottoms are and the ability to remove the item.  Perhaps the item could 
be something Elburn-ish.  It may be too late for this year.   
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The idea of a dog park has been discussed for some time now.  Kolzow saw someone playing with a 
dog in the back half of Veteran’s Park and thought this might be a good location for a dog park.  It is 
out of the way and parking is available.  Perhaps memorials for military or service dogs can be 
included.  Reilley said there are grants we can apply for.  Fencing similar to what was installed at the 
Elburn Police gun range is not recommended for dog parks—cyclone fencing is recommended.  
Leach stated the Elburn Vet Clinic expressed an interest in participating in a dog park venture.  Some 
dog parks require registration of the dog, vaccinations, etc.  At the very least, a dog park should have 
some sort of revenue stream.  The grant amount is $25K and submission last year was the May/June 
timeframe—assume it will be the same for this year as well.  There was agreement this could be a 
site to consider.  Getting water to the park will be an issue.  Reilley will work on the grant.   

 
8. Adjourn - Leach motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:31 p.m. with Ott seconding the motion.  The 

motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.   
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Diane McQuilkin 
Village Clerk 


